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INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - HALLWAY - NIGHT1

It’s Christmas time and holiday decorations fill the 
terminal. The last flight of the night has just arrived. 
CAMERA pulls back from an ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE BOARD... past a 
JANITOR who mops... and leads a couple of NEWLYWEDS w/ 
LUGGAGE who walk into frame. We continue to lead them until:

NICK COSTELLO, 20’s, a flight attendant walks into frame and 
leans against the wall, waiting for someone. CAMERA holds on 
Nick as the couple walks off.

He looks up as a group of three boisterous MALE FLIGHT 
ATTENDANTS run around a corner and towards him. One rushes 
ahead on a BIKE and the other two run after. Nick watches 
them, looking for someone... THEN:

HE SEE’S HER: CASSIDY BELL, 20’s, a flight attendant.

CUE CASSIDY THEME MUSIC.

She appears at the other end of the terminal like she walked 
out of a dream. She’s a classic beauty resembling the likes 
of Rita Hayworth, Lauren Bacall, or Audrey Hepburn.

As she runs after the other flight attendants it seems like 
she might talk to Nick. He prepares to say something...

BUT- she goes past him and around the corner.

INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - MISC. SHOPS - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS2

Nick walks around the corner after Cassidy.

CHARLIE, 20’s, the Flight Attendant on a bike and wearing 
AVIATOR SUNGLASSES rides back to her.

CHARLIE
Look what I found. (re: bike)

He RINGS the bike’s bell twice. She LAUGHS.

CASSIDY
Yeah I saw.

CHARLIE
Bus to the hotel is late again.

CASSIDY
Again?

CHARLIE
Tell me about it.



CASSIDY
Uugh, I need some beauty sleep 
here.

DEREK, 20's, a tall, dark, and handsome Flight Attendant 
wearing a FEDORA takes a step towards Cassidy.

DEREK
Beauty sleep?! But look at you!

CASSIDY
Uh oh. Here we go.

DEREK
You come off a 12 hour flight and 
you’re still the most beautiful 
flight attendant I’ve ever seen.

Cassidy playfully takes his Fedora and puts it on her head.

CASSIDY
Such a charmer.

He kisses her hand.

DEREK
You’re a charming lady.

Nick tries to work his way into the conversation. *

NICK
Hey- hey what’s up Cassidy?

She turns around and finally notices Nick.

CASSIDY
Oh hey, cutie! How’s my favorite 
flight attendant doing?

NICK
Good good... crazy flight, huh?

CASSIDY
God, I thought it wouldn’t end.

NICK
That drunk guy in first class- he 
was just such a jerk to you.

CASSIDY
Oh it happens. All part of the job.
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NICK
I guess... but how are you, though? 
Besides that- I mean I haven’t seen 
you in like- it’s been forever 
since we worked the same flight, 
huh? How’ve you been?

CASSIDY
So ready for my beauty sleep.

NICK
Yeah no, but I mean really how are 
you. Like: How Are You? You know?

CASSIDY
Good good..

Her phone BUZZES. She checks it to type out a text.

CASSIDY (CONT’D)
..so tired.

NICK
Yeah.. can’t wait to get back to 
the hotel, right?

CASSIDY
Uh huh.

NICK
It was just so crazy seeing- like I 
saw you and I was like “hey that’s 
Cassidy over there.”

CASSIDY
Yeah.

NICK
I just like seeing you is all...

She sends the text and puts her phone away.

CASSIDY
I know right? It’s always so fun 
when we get to work together!

SHE SQUEEZES HIS ARM.

BEAT...

NICK
Really?
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CASSIDY
Of course, babe! You’re my fave!

HE LETS THE MOMENT SOAK IN...

NICK
Thanks... you know, I’m- I’ve been 
meaning to-

CHARLIE
GUYS! The bus-! Its leaving!

Charlie sits on his bike at a fork further down the hall. 

He leans the bike against the wall and takes off around the 
corner of the fork. Everyone scrambles after him.

DEREK/ANDY
Shit! Come on!

Derek and Andy take off, slipping and sliding on the marble 
floors as they run.

CASSIDY
Let’s go!

She takes Nick’s arm as they run after the group (LAUGHING as 
they slip and slide) and run around the corner to:

INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - EXIT HALLWAY - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS3

A double hallway with a row of pillars bisecting the middle. 
It leads to the street where taxis and busses arrive.

Charlie, Derek, and Andy already stand by the exit.

DEREK
False alarm everyone! Wrong bus!

CHARLIE
I could’ve sworn...

Cassidy LAUGHS at him.

CASSIDY
Really, Charlie?!

CHARLIE
I’m sorry! I thought it was our *
bus. *
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DEREK
Do us all a favor and just don’t 
think anymore, alright?

CHARLIE
Ha ha, very funny.

Cassidy CHUCKLES at their back-and-forth. Their DIALOGUE 
FADES DOWN as Nick and Cassidy talk.

CASSIDY
They’re so crazy.

NICK
Yeah.. so as I was- I’ve been 
meaning to tell you- to give you 
something- I thought you might like 
some chocolate so..

Cassidy intrigued.

CASSIDY
Oh chocolate? That’s so sweet.

Nick searches through his coat.

NICK
Yeah yeah I saw it and- I just *
thought of you- and uh, you know, I *
didn’t have time to wrap it or 
anything- but here it is.

Nick pulls out a JAR OF NUTELLA and holds it out.

NICK (CONT’D)
Merry Christmas.

She doesn’t know what to think of it.

CASSIDY
Oh.

NICK
It’s- it’s Nutella.

She takes it, hesitant, confused.

CASSIDY
Oh! Thanks!

NICK
Well it’s chocolate- sort of- its 
like chocolate and peanut butter or 
hazelnut, whatever- you get the...
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CASSIDY
No how thoughtful of you! And 
sweet!

NICK
You like it? I didn’t know if-

CASSIDY
I love it. It was very- I love it.

NICK
Thanks, I, uh..

In the background, Derek and Charlie start to ARGUE. *

Cassidy looks over at them and CHUCKLES for a moment.

CASSIDY
I wonder where the bus is, huh?

NICK
Yeah, I can’t wait to get back to 
the hotel.

CASSIDY
Yeah..

Cassidy glances at Derek and Charlie play-wrestling.

NICK
So um... what are you- where are 
you staying tonight?

She gestures to the bus stop, confused.

CASSIDY
The hotel...?

NICK
Oh, well yeah- but no- but yeah I 
was thinking since- you know we 
could hang out later tonight- or 
whatever- if you want.

CASSIDY
Oh totally! That’d be fun. We 
should- we should all grab drinks *
some time. *

NICK
Yeah no- but I was thinking- I was 
thinking, what if we just hung out- 
like the two of us?
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CASSIDY
Okay..

NICK
Like if you want.. you know we 
don’t really get to see each other 
that often so- and you’re always so 
cool- like I’m always thinking we 
should hang out more.

CASSIDY
Uh huh..

NICK
You know, so if you wanted- I was 
thinking you and me could like- you 
know when we get back to the hotel 
we could get drinks- like in the 
mini bar or- I mean I could go to 
your room- or you could come to my- 
or you know we could split a room-

BEAT.

CASSIDY
Nick.. what are you-?

NICK
If you wanted to you know- to split 
a room? For the night. With me- if 
you wanted to?

CASSIDY
Oh Nick... Nick I’m sorry, but I 
just... I don’t...

The moment stretches out awkwardly...

DEREK (O.S.)
Wait, is that the bus..? Hey! Hey 
guys! The bus! The bus is here! 
Over here!

Cassidy looks over and sees a BUS idling outside the doors.

NICK
You don’t- what don’t you...?

CASSIDY
I don’t... I just don’t-

NICK
Oh no- but its, you know- its to 
split costs.
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Cassidy looks back as the Derek, Charlie, and Andy go out the 
doors to the bus.

She starts walking backwards towards the exit as Nick crowds 
her.

CASSIDY
Okay.

NICK
Like I wasn’t- unless you- no, but 
its to split- to cut costs, right? 
Right?

CASSIDY
Nick please- the bus is here-

NICK
No no no no. I wasn’t- I didn’t- I 
wasn’t mean it like-

CASSIDY
Nick stop it. Let’s go.

She turns to walk to the bus. He watches her for a moment.

NICK
Hey wait. Waitwait, did you think?! 
Like two beds- two beds, not-

She turns around again.

CASSIDY
Let’s just drop it. Can we drop it?

NICK
Drop-? Drop what? Drop what? Drop 
what?

CASSIDY
Nick-

NICK
What-? What-? What did I do?

CASSIDY
You just invited me to your hotel 
for the night.

NICK
But to split costs-
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CASSIDY
Nick. The airline pays for the 
hotel, we don’t even pay, how would 
we save money?

BEAT.

NICK
I don’t know. I didn’t mean it like 
that...

CASSIDY
What did you “mean it like”? That 
we’d just “share a room”? We’d just 
“spend the night”? Come on. It’s 
weird. It’s really weird. Now stop 
it. We’ve gotta go.

Nick is out of excuses. This really didn’t go as planned.

NICK
I’m sorry..

By now they’re standing towards the end of the hallway near 
the exit.

Derek comes back and pokes his head through the doors.

DEREK
Hey you guys-

CASSIDY
We’re coming.

Derek sees the situation he’s walked into and doesn’t want to 
argue. He goes back out the doors to talk to the bus driver.

NICK
I’m sorry.. I’m really uh, I don’t- 
I don’t know... I really like you, 
you know...

Cassidy sees the state he’s in and can’t help, but pity him.

CASSIDY
Nick... Nick don’t...

NICK
...you’re always so nice to me and 
you’re so pretty...

CASSIDY
Stop...
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NICK
...and I.. I just thought... I 
don’t know... I just thought.

CASSIDY
I’m sorry, Nick. I’m sorry. You’re 
a good guy... its just...

She doesn’t know what to tell him.

Derek begrudgingly comes back and opens the doors.

DEREK
You guys, sorry to- I tried to talk 
to the driver- but the bus is 
seriously about to leave. Like now.

CASSIDY
Okay. Nick, we’ve gotta get on the 
bus now.

NICK
I’m sorry.

CASSIDY
Let’s just forget it happened.

DEREK
Cassidy-

CASSIDY
Just hold on for one second. Nick, 
come on what are you doing?

NICK
A quick one- since LAX I’ve been- I 
just need a quick one- a cigarette. *

CASSIDY
Nick-

NICK
It’s- uh, I’ll just- I’ll just 
catch the next one-

CASSIDY
There isn’t another bus-

NICK
Yeah there is-

CASSIDY
Nick-
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NICK
There is- there is-

The bus starts to take off.

DEREK
Shit it’s leaving.

Derek runs out and flags the bus down. It stops for a moment. *

CASSIDY
I’m- I’ve gotta go. I’m sorry.

She gives him the Jar of Nutella and takes off towards the 
doors and pauses for a second...

CASSIDY (CONT’D)
Hey listen, don’t worry about it, 
Nick. You’ll find a girl that’ll be 
great for you.

And she leaves.

NICK
(half to himself)

But I love you.

Nick stands alone in the hallway as we HEAR the Bus Leaving.

END CASSIDY THEME MUSIC.

He pulls out a PACK OF CIGARETTES and walks outside.

EXT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - NIGHT - LATER3A

He pauses for a moment to take out a CIGARETTE, hand shaking. 
He drops the cigarette and walks off to the left... stops... 
paces around for a moment:

AND KNEELS OVER TO VOMIT, FACING AWAY FROM CAMERA.

Still kneeling over, he tries to regain his breath, but can’t 
hold back from VOMITING some more.

He continues to VOMIT... and VOMIT, GROANING in half-
physical, half-emotional pain.

SMASH CUT TO:
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EXT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - NIGHT - LATER4

Nick leans against a wall smoking a CIGARETTE, bitterly 
watching PEOPLE pass by. The JAR OF NUTELLA is by his feet.

JUMP CUT TO:

EXT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - NIGHT - LATER5

Nick, still leaning, tries to light a MATCH by striking it 
against the wall.

It isn’t working.

Fuck it. He lights it normally.

JUMP CUT TO:

EXT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - NIGHT - LATER6

Nick sits against the wall now, still smoking CIGARETTES. He 
looks up as a DANCING COUPLE, 30’s, randomly passes by.

They are dancing the waltz (who the fuck knows why). But they 
do and their FOOTSTEPS fill the silence of the night.

JUMP CUT TO:

EXT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - NIGHT - LATER7

Nick sits against the wall on his fifth cigarette now. The 
JAR OF NUTELLA sits between his legs.

A woman tentatively approaches him. This is MINDY, 20’s.

CAMERA HOLDS ON NICK, WE ONLY SEE THE BACK OF HER LEGS.

MINDY
...Nick?!

He looks up.

NICK
Yeah...?

MINDY
Nick Costello?!

NICK
Yeah... who’re- you’re uh, you’re 
Mindy, right?
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MINDY
HEY, you knew! How’d you know? *

NICK
You told me once before I think.

MINDY
Right, DUH! So how are you? How’ve 
you been?

NICK
Oh you know...

MINDY
Yeah totally.

Nick puts out his cigarette and lights another one.

MINDY (CONT’D) (CONT’D)
...Are those cigarettes?

NICK
Yeah...?

MINDY
Do you mind if I join you?

NICK
Go ahead.

MINDY
Awesome.

She sits down next to him. *

WE SEE HER FOR THE FIRST TIME. SHE IS A FLIGHT ATTENDANT TOO.

MINDY (CONT’D) *
Was your flight delayed too? *

He gives her a CIGARETTE. *

NICK *
No.. I’m just.. *

MINDY
Oh oops, do you have a lighter? 
Sorry.

NICK
I’ve got matches.

Nick hands the MATCHES to her.
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MINDY
Thanks.

She effortlessly lights one by striking it against the floor.

Nick looks up. He can’t help but be impressed.

NICK
Hey- how’d you.. How’d you do that?

She lights her cigarette.

MINDY
Do what?

She COUGHS as she smokes the cigarette.

NICK
That. That thing you just did. With 
the match.

MINDY
Oh that? That’s just a trick my dad 
taught me.

NICK
How’d you do it?

MINDY
Oh, you just gotta- its like this- 
you just gotta do it like this.

She mimes out what she just did.

Nick tries to do it, but can’t get it to work.

MINDY (CONT’D) (CONT’D)
No, but more like- it’s like this.

She holds his hand and shows him the motion again.

Nick tries again. This time it works.

NICK
Hah! Look!

MINDY
Hey!!

THEY SHARE A LITTLE MOMENT...

Then the match burns Nick’s fingers.
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NICK
Ah-

He drops the match.

MINDY
Ouch. Here.

She takes his hurt hand in hers. He closes his eyes.

She shivers and scooches closer to him for warmth.

MINDY (CONT’D)
Is that chocolate?

NICK
Huh?

MINDY
Can I have some?

NICK
(not hearing her)

Sure.

She grabs the Jar of Nutella. He opens his eyes.

NICK (CONT’D)
Oh wait, I uh...

She eats some with her index finger. He watches her warily.

MINDY
It’s weird, after we worked that 
flight together I kept thinking I’d 
see you again.

NICK
Yeah...

MINDY
I didn’t know if you’d remember me.

NICK
Uh huh... try not to double dip-

MINDY
It’s like that- that one movie- it 
had the one guy in it from that 
other movie-

NICK
Yeah... listen-
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MINDY
...like it was meant to be...

NICK
Uh huh.

MINDY
But what’s that one movie called-?

NICK
Listen Mindy.

MINDY
I think it might be- oh god what is 
it-? Seriously, I don’t even know 
what it is.

NICK
Listen- can you just quit double-

Nick reaches for the Jar of Nutella, she playfully puts it 
out of reach.

Fed up, he reaches for it and gets it out of her hands.

NICK (CONT’D) (CONT’D)
Okay. I don’t wanna be dick here, 
but can you just go away. Please.

MINDY
...what did I- did I do something?

NICK
No, it’s not- can you just go.

MINDY
Okay..

She doesn’t move.

NICK
Sorry, but well, you know...

MINDY
No okay...

Mindy gathers her things.

NICK
No offense or anything.

MINDY
Yeah no...
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NICK
But it was nice to see you again.

Mindy pulls herself to her feet.

MINDY
Uh huh...

Mindy walks off to the left.

Nick silently sits for a couple more moments.

He looks down into the Jar of Nutella.

The smooth surface of the spread is covered in Mindy’s finger 
marks.

This won’t do...

CUE CASSIDY THEME MUSIC

CUT TO:

INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - NIGHT - LATER8

Nick holds a NUTELLA-SHAPED GIFT-WRAPPED PACKAGE in the crook 
of his arm and walks back outside to the area he was before.

He stands framed in the double doorway as a TAXI pulls up.

CASSIDY THEME SWELLS ROMANTICALLY.

Nick gets in...

...the Taxi drives off...

...and the RANDOM DANCING COUPLE from earlier appear again. 
They are seemingly dancing to the score.

How’d they fucking get here?

CUT TO BLACK. TITLE CARD READS: “CHOCOLATE AND CIGARETTES”

ROLL CREDITS.
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